











WINTER
TREECARE TIPS

WATERING

Water your trees thoroughly
before the ground freezes to
help prevent winter drought.

Watering is only necessary when
the ground is not frozen and
temperatures are above 40°F.

Water the area beneath the
entire canopy, not just the trunk.

MULCHING

Apply a 2-3 inch layer of organic
mulch, such as wood chips,
around the base of the trees.

Keep the mulch a few inches
away from the trunk to prevent
moisture buildup and rot.

Mulch helps insulate roots,
retain soil moisture, and prevent
erosion.

PRUNING

Winter is an excellent time to
prune, as trees are dormant.
Remove dead, damaged, or weak
branches to prevent them from
breaking under snow and ice.

Prune to maintain the tree's
structural integrity.

For fruit trees, pruning can be
done in late winter or early spring
through March.

PROTECTION

Wrap the trunks of young trees
with white reflective tape or
paint to prevent “sunscald,”
which is cracking from
temperature fluctuations.

Use tree guards, especially for
fruit trees, to protect against
rodent damage.

Avoid using rock salt or de-icers
near your trees, as they can
damage roots.

OTHER TIPS

Clean up fallen fruit from
beneath fruit trees.

If you notice vole activity,
consider using traps or other
methods to prevent damage.

SUMMER PROGRAMS

DLC’'s Education
Commitment

At its core, DLC is about protecting the
future. Every acre we conserve, every tree
we plant, every trail we build is a gift to
tomorrow. To ensure this work continues,
we must educate our future leaders.

This is why every summer we make a
large commitment to providing diverse
outdoor education experiences to expose
local children to the joy of the outdoors.
This summer we had a variety of exciting
offerings.

Davidson College and Ada Jenkins offer
Freedom School, a six-week summer
enrichment program started by the
Children’s Defense Fund. We partner
with them to provide environmental
science experiential learning programs.

We offer week-long summer camp
sessions called Conservation Camp
through the Town of Davidson, and they
always sell out. We take our campers to
various parks, greenways and streams
around town to let them learn and
explore.

We also offer a variety of one day events
through WOW and Wilderness Calling
like Firefly Fest at Fisher Farm

and programs focused on trees

and bluebirds.

Finally, we also like to engage our
life-long learners in education
programs. On top of our popular
monthly Wilderness Calling
offerings, we also had restarted

a speaker series this year and
brought author Lisa Watts who
spoke about her incredible bike
journey and then led a greenway
ride. Check our calendar for
more exciting programs for 2026.

Teaching and engaging
tomorrow’s conversationists is a
critical part of our mission and

we are always looking for ways to expand education offerings.




Run For

GREEN

Our 20th Year Was Wet &
Successful

A pre-dawn downpour didn't dampen the spirits of
691 champions who toed the line at this year's Run
for Green. The rain broke just in time for the starting
horn. Runners and walkers enjoyed a misty morning
on Davidson’s greenways - and cleaned their shoes in
a few puddles along the way.

Congratulations to Chris Raulli and Addie Anderson
who won the 5K race, and to Zack Krieger and Caitlin
Murray for their TOK wins.

This year’s race celebrated 20 years of running for
green on Davidson's streets and greenways. As DLC
Executive Director Beth Wytiaz reminds us, Run for
GCreen is “the only fundraiser that supports the work
we do at DLC to ensure that Davidson has natural
spaces for wildlife to thrive and for people to enjoy
with friends, families, and pets.”

Thanks to all the runners and walkers who celebrated
with us, and to Trane Technologies, MSC and the other
sponsors and volunteers who made this year's run a
Soggy success.

= . -

b(\\. ”J\

FOR GREEN



STEWARDSHIP

THE INCREDIBLE
GROWTH & FUTURE
OF DLC VOLUNTEERISM

DLC's volunteerism and service programs have grown exponentially
this year. We receive calls, texts and emails weekly from people
looking for volunteer opportunities. Scouting groups, college
organizations, schools, churches, civic groups, businesses,
neighborhoods and tons of individuals are all looking for ways to
make a positive impact on our environment.

Over the last year we have nearly doubled the number of volunteer
days we have hosted.

We love bringing people out to work in our parks, plant trees, repair trails and clean streams. Volunteers
make a huge impact on the work we can accomplish. At the same time, we are a small organization,
and these events take a lot of staff resources. We have been looking for creative ways to keep up with
demand and we think we have developed a great solution... the DLC Stewardship Program.

This program will use the peer mentorship model to train volunteer leaders so they can take groups
out and tackle various projects like small tree plantings, park clean-ups, invasive plant removal, and trail
maintenance. By training the trainer, we can amplify our work and use the knowledge and talents that
our incredible supporters already have.

As a thank you, our stewardship leaders and participants will be able to earn fun DLC swag like stickers,
shirts and hats through their participation.

If you are interested in participating as a DLC Stewardship leader, please reach out to Carly at
carly@davidsonlands.org so she can put you on her
interest list.

The focus areas include:

- Park Steward - Trail Steward
- Stream Steward - Tree Steward

We will kick off this program in early 2026 with an interest
meeting. Keep your eyes open for announcements about
that date on DLC social media and in the monthly E-blast.
Help make a difference in our commmunity.
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Invasive Plants

This is a great time to remove them
from your yard

(Try to identify these troublemakers)

Invasive species are non-native plants that
are introduced to an area and outcompete
native species for important resources

like sunlight, water and nutrients. Their
presence disrupts the food web and
hampers biodiversity in both plant and
animal populations. These plants are
incredibly destructive to our ecosystem

as they grow rapidly and crowd out native
plants.

Most people do not realize the most
prevalent invasive plant species and the
harm they cause. This is a great time of
year to remove them from your yards

if possible so let's see how you do at
identifying these troublemakers?
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